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Staff Writer  
 
Last  weekend,  Rose -
Hulman host ed t he  annual  
SCUDEM (S IMIODE Chal lenge  
Using Dif ferent ia l  Equat io n  
Model ing)  co mpet it io n.  S imi-
lar  to  t he  gl obal ly  est abl ished  
MCM (Mat hematic al  Co ntest  
in  Mod el ing) ,  t he  relat ively  
new co mpet it io n gives  stu-
dents  t he  chance  to  model  re-
al  wo rld  sc ena rio s  wit h d if fer-
ent ia l  equ at io ns  in  order  to  
gain a  d eeper  u nderstanding  
of  both  the pro blems  and d if-
ferent ia l  model ing methods .    
Since t his  yea r  is  o nl y  the  
second  y ear  that  t he  compet i -
t ion has  ex isted ,  i t  i s  current-
ly  only  open t o  stud ents  near  
compet it ion s ites  in  t he U nit-
ed  Stat es ,  Ca meroo n,  Ind ia ,  
Ira n and  Pa kista n.   
Grou ps of  t hree stud ents  
are  a ssembled  and  given a  
week  to  address  o ne  of  t hree  
pro blem statements ,  f inal iz-
ing their  f ind ings  in  a n ex ecu-
t ive  summary a nd presenta-
t ion .   
These  pro blems ta ke spe-
c i f ic  sc ena rios  or  hypot het i-
cals  and c hal lenge the stu -
dents  to  mod el  the  resul ts  
wit h past  probl ems invol ving  
the s pread of  v iral  market ing ,  
drug meta bol is m, a nd under-
water  ta ble  t ennis .    
This  y ear ’s  problems  are  
just  as  d iverse ,  a sking how  
warr ing  7 ,000 y ear  o ld  c lans  
af fect ed  the rat io  of  male  hu-
mans  to  femal e  huma ns,  pat h-
ing and calculat ing the veloc i-
ty  of  a  pendul um hanging  
from a  s wivel ing pole  and ho w 
c l imat e c ha nge  af fects  the  
po pulat ion  dyna mics  of  p ine  
sna kes .   
While  t he  s pec if ic  prob-
lems involv ing c lans  or  pine  
sna kes  a re  ba sed o n  specif ic  
academic  stud ies  wit h refer-
ence equat io ns  and  reading  
mater ia l ,  a bstract  pro blems  
such as  t he  pendulu m or  ta bl e  
tennis  pro bl em beco me more  
of  a  t hou ght  ex erc ise ,  lead ing  
to  a  var iety  of  hy pothet ical  
so lut ions  and  mod els .  
After  a  week ’ s  t ime,  the  
grou ps  convene  and  pres ent  
the ir  models  in  f ro nt  of  a  
board  of  jud ges  and the ir  
peers .   
While  there  a re  no  win-
ners  of  t he  compet it io n wit hin  
local  co mpet it ion  s ites ,  scores  
out  of  5  are  ass igned by  t he  
judges,  a ward ing an o utstand-
ing ra nk fo r  t eams  s coring 4  
or  h igher  a nd a  meritor iou s  
rank fo r  scores  o f  3  or  h igher.   
Other  t han  the o pport uni-
ty  for  Ros e students  to  skip a  
week o f  Dif ferent ia l  Equa-
t ions  l ecture ,  t he co mpet it ion  
is  real l y  meant  to  a l low stu-
dents  to  pus h thems elves  a nd  
test  t he ir  u nderstanding of  
model ing outs ide o f  t he c la ss-
room sett ing .  
If  yo u have a ny interest  in  
SCUDEM or  s imila r  mat h  
compet it ions  s uch  as  the u p-
coming MCM in Ja nua ry  2019 ,  
contact  Dr .  Koza i ,  Dr.  E ic h-
holz  o r  Dr .  Weyla nd of  t he  
Mathemat ics  d epa rt ment  for  
more  informat ion.  
 
“...the relatively new competition gives stu-
dents the chance to model real world scenarios 
with differential equations…”  
Page 4: The Handmaid’s Tale and Venom 
Page 5: What’s new in Virtual Reality? 
Page 6: Hiring Reform 





In the last issue of the Thorn, the 
front page presented information on 
an opportunity to travel to Cuba for 
spring break of 2019. In the past 
week, yet another opportunity to trav-
el the world and experience other 
places has been set in front of you, the 
students of Rose-Hulman.  
Perhaps you have seen it already, 
stuck to the wall next to the door of 
your classroom, as you wait for the 
sleepy-eyed students shuffling out of 
their first hour class to make way for 
you and your significantly-less-sleepy
-eyed classmates lucky enough to se-
cure the second hour section of the 
same class. 
 Or maybe you have seen it in a 
stairwell in Crapo, advertising for a 
spring quarter class about walking or 
something before being shoved along 
by students eager to get to their class 
on the third floor. 
In case you never got around to 
finishing reading the poster, here’s a 
recap: In Spring of 2019, a class will 
be offered titled SV 399: Walking 
England. In early June, the students 
enrolled in the class will join Drs. 
Minster and Gardner of the HSS De-
partment on a trip to England, and 
any students interested in learning 
more can attend an information ses-
sion today (October 29) at 4:20 p.m. 
in Moench A202. 
This isn’t the first time a course 
like this has been offered. Dr. Minster 
and Dr. Gardner have coordinated 
three similar trips in the past nine 
years.  
In 2009, Dr. Minster taught a 
class on pilgrimage which included 
trips to both Spain and England 
where students experienced walking 
in big European cities such as Ma-
drid, walking in smaller cities like 
Santiago de Compostela, and even 
walking in the footsteps of many me-
dieval pilgrims across much of the 
Northwestern region of Spain known 
as Galicia. 
In 2012, Dr. Gardner taught a 
class about Spanish culture followed 
by a trip to Spain where students 
compared urban walking with rural 
walking. 
The opportunity came up again 
when, in 2016, Drs. Gardner and Min-
ster led a trip to England where stu-
dents experienced a similar, compara-
tive-walking tour of the country as in 
the previous two trips. This included 
modern-day, urban walking in Lon-
don, walking from Rochester to Can-
terbury much like many medieval 
Christians did, prehistoric walking 
around a henge, and recreational 
walking in the Lake District. 
Why walking? To many of us, 
walking is such a mundane, everyday 
activity, and often times, it is an activ-
ity we would rather do without. It is 
the activity we must do to get our-
selves from our car to the academic 
buildings, from one class to the next, 
and from class to lunch. 
“I’m interested in walking as a 
phenomenological practice, as an ex-
perience, a way of being in the 
world...” said Dr. Minster last Thurs-
day. Consider for a moment, why is it 
that so many religions at the very 
least suggest that their followers take 
part in a pilgrimage? Is it for the sole 
purpose of commemorating past 
events or actions of those who came 
before them? Or is there something 
more? 
In the case that you are someone 
who couldn’t care less about what 
religions suggest, and find the previ-
ous question unworthy of further ex-
ploration, let me encourage you to 
bracket your skepticism and seek the 
bigger picture for a moment. Perhaps 
what you might see as a vestige of 
some old-fashioned belief system ac-
tually holds some deep truths for eve-
ry human being.  
Perhaps, there is something 
worthwhile about taking the time to 
experience your surroundings by 
walking rather than some other mode 
of transportation. 
Take hiking for instance. If you 
wanted to strictly see the Grand Can-
yon, you can take a plane from Indi-
anapolis to Phoenix, and take a look 
out of the window as it passes below 
you.  
So, why do people want to spend 
more resources on traveling there and 
hiking it when you can see whole lot 
more of it from the window of an air-
plane? 
 This is because people do not 
merely want to see the Grand Canyon, 
they want to experience the Grand 
Canyon. They want to immerse them-
selves in it at a pace that allows them 
to not only see it, but also to engage 
their other senses. 
An airplane does not afford us 
this opportunity. Even in a car or on a 
bicycle, we are often moving too 
quickly to experience our surround-
ings the way in which walking 
through them would allow.   
“When you’re walking, you’re 
going about 4 miles per hour. I mean, 
you notice things that you would not 
notice otherwise. You experience 
things in a very different way,” said 
Dr. Gardner. 
For 2019, both Dr. Gardner and 
Dr. Minster will head back to Eng-
land, but in no way does this mean 
that students will participate in the 
same activities.  
“It has been a different course 
every time we’ve offered it,” said Dr. 
Gardner. So this upcoming year, more 
of an emphasis will be put on urban 
walking in the London area while the 
pilgrimage to Canterbury will be elim-
inated. 
Nevertheless, I suggest you get 
used to walking, and make sure that 
you check out the informational 
meeting today at 4:20 p.m. in A202. 
If you are unable to make it to the 
meeting, make sure to send an email 
to either Dr. Gardner or Dr. Minster 
to let them know that you are inter-
ested in receiving more information 
about the trip. 
The Rose Thorn 
Meet Tuesdays  
O259 5:15pm 
RHIT students participated in 
the differential equation mod-
eling competition . 
Photo courtesy of simiode.org 
England’s Lake District is filled with mountains and lakes which 
make it the perfect destination for hiking.  
Photo courtesy of mustseeplaces.eu 
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Studio 1, 2, & 3 bedroom 
apartments for rent 
3 bed, 2 bath Condo on 
lake for rent 
Give Nikki Gibson  
A Call Today! 
(812) 234-4884 
(812) 249-6699 
Perfect Off-Campus Opportunity!  
Riddle of the Week: Given three bowls: 7, 4, and 3 li-
ters capacity. Only the 7 liter is full. Pouring the water 
the fewest number of times, make the quantities of 2, 
2, and 3 liters. 
Come to our C-Think info session on Thursday at 7:30 
in M103 for the answer! 
For more info contact: hendritc@rose-hulman.edu 
Advertise with the Rose Thorn! Contact :  Thorn-Biz@rose-hulman.edu 
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Trigger warning: sexual assault 
 
In a  soc ia l  c l imate  where  
sexual  predators  a re  be ing ex -
pos ed on  what  s eems l ike  a  
weekl y  ba sis ,  i t  is  ea sy  for  our  
eyes  to  gl aze  over  a nd let  t he  
horr i fy ing  storyl ines  ru n to -
get her .  We quic kly  los e  touch of  
the impact  eac h incid ent  has  on  
the v ict im,  des ens it iz ed  by  t he  
unrel ent ing f lo w of  in format ion  
that  is  the med ia .  In  the s ame 
way ,  images  of  ca r  bo mb ex plo-
s ions  or  inconsola bl e  refu gee  
chi ld ren anesthet iz e  us  to  the  
hel plessness  t hose  countr ies  
feel .  Mo nthl y  headl ines  depict-
ing hurr icanes  as  monthly  oc-
currences  nu mb us  to  the ha rsh  
real i ty  of  c l imat e  c ha nge .  How-
ever,  for  the hund red s  of  y oung  
athlet es  a bus ed by  the  USA  
Gymnast ics  tea m doc tor,  La rry  
Nassar ,  o ur  ho rror  movie  was  
the ir  c rushing real i ty .  
When accusat ions  out ing  
Nassar  as  a  seria l  c hi ld  mol est-
er  f l ooded  the head l ines  last  
year ,  the USA Gy mnast ics  o r-
ganizat ion appeared t o  ha ve  re-
acted wit h a ppro pr iate  s wi ft -
ness  by  cutt ing t ies  wit h h im  
bac k in  2015 .  In  a  recent  NBC 
News segment ,  ho wever,  Olym-
pian Aly  Ra is man revealed  t hat  
the  s port  organizat ion ’s  re-
sponse to  her  fe l lo w v ict ims ’  
compl aints  had been  s luggis h  
and insincere.  Ra is man met  
wit h USA G o ff ic ia ls  in  the su m-
mer of  2015 to  corro borat e  her  
teammates ’  ex per ienc es  and ex -
press  her  conc ern  that  Nassar  
was  st i l l  pract ic ing at  Mic higa n  
State  University .  H er  fut i l e  at -
tempts  to  fo l lo w u p wit h the  
administrat ion in  the  fo l lowing  
mont hs  demo nstrat ed  to  Ra is-
man t hat  they  were  trying to  
mas k the scand al  under  t he  
guis e  of  prot ect ing t he pr ivac y  
of  minors .  F ran S epl er ,  a  con-
sultant  ass igned to  t he int ernal  
invest igat ion ,  c la imed that  s he  
was  “ ta king the pro per  steps , ”  
but  t hat  “ t here  are  r i sks  in  
shar ing informatio n  at  th is  
point .”  To  the exas perated ath-
letes ,  th is  read as  a  ha pha zard  
at tempt  at  dama ge  control —
evidenc e t hat  more of  the  h igh-
er -ups had kno wn a bout  Nas -
sar ’s  act io ns  t ha n t hey  would  
admit .  I t  became c lea r  that  get-
t ing a  pred ator  l ike  Nassar  out  
of  a  pos it io n prone  to  a buse  
was  only  t he f irst  s tep .  The  
gir ls  a l so  need ed to  expos e t he  
ind iv iduals  t hat  had  turned a  
bl ind ey e to  h is  underhanded  
act iv it ies  o ver  t he y ea rs .  
USAG ’s  vacuu m - t ight  seal  
around Na ssar ’ s  case  started  to  
crack t his  Apri l  when yet  an-
other  USA gy mnast ,  McKayla  
Maroney ,  d isc losed  that  her  
abus e had  begun years  before  
the  organizat ion ’s  su pposed  
revelat ion  in  201 5.  Ac cording  to  
Maroney  and  a  nu mber o f  her  
teammates ,  muc h of  the mis-
treatment  c an be  trac ed back  to  
the Ka roly i  ra nch.  The infa -
mous t raining  fac i l i ty  was  
owned by  Bela  and M artha K a-
rolyi ,  who  repo rtedl y  a bus ed  
the gir l s  verbal ly  and  emotion-
al ly  on  a  da i ly  ba sis .  The  gir ls  
accused t he Ka roly is  of  plac ing  
hars h restr ict ions  on the ir  d iets  
and fo rc ing in jured gy mnasts  to  
part ic ipat e.  Wo rst  o f  a l l ,  the  
Olympia ns  a l leged ,  t hey  kno w-
ingly  o verloo ked  Nas sar ’s  be-
havior .  The cou ple  denied ha v-
ing any kno wled ge o f  his  ac-
t ions  throughout  t he  ensu ing  
legal  conf l ic t .  For  Maroney ,  
this  negl igence was  crystal-
l ized  in  t he USA G ’s  response to  
her  part icularly  gruesome al-
tercat io n wit h Nass ar  in  a  To -
kyo hot el  in  2011 .  The  next  
morning ,  when she not i f ied  a  
head  coac h  that  s he  had been  
molest ed,  the react io n was  just  
as  su perf ic ia l  as  Fra n Sepl er ’s  
would  be fou r  years  la ter .  S lo w-
ly ,  t he  young athl etes  came to  a  
haunt ing real izat ion —may be  
this  was  just  what  i t  took to  be  
an Oly mpia n.  S i l enced by  Nas-
sar ’s  “a ssura nces ”  and the ir  or-
ganizat ion ’s  ind ecis ivenes s ,  
many o f  the gir l s  d id  not  even  
proc ess  t he ir  ex per ienc es  as  
abus e u nt i l  ot her  sto ries  bega n  
to  surfac e in  201 5.  
Fortunate ly ,  recent  events  
have brought  the narrat ive  to  a  
sat is fy ing  c lose .  USA  Gy mna s-
t ics  Pres id ent  Steve P enny ,  one  
of  the ex ecut ives  t hat  was  unre-
sponsive  to  Ra is man ’ s  conc erns  
in  2015 ,  s t epped  down in  Ma rch  
2017 ,  t r igger ing a  c ascade of  
res ignat io ns  fro m high -ranking  
USAG off ic ia ls .  Penny was  a r-
rested  on  Octo ber  17 ,  201 8 for  
tamper ing with  ev idence  relat -
ed  to  t he  Nass ar  ca se .  Mary Bo-
no,  the  inter im pres ident ,  re-
s igned  t hat  same d a y.  Al l  1 8  
members  of  t he USA  Gymnas -
t ics  board wil l  res ign  at  the re-
quest  of  the Ol ympic  Co mmit-
tee.  Perha ps  these  are  the  ty pes  
of  measures  t hat  wi l l  provide  
the d rast ic  restruct uring t he  
sports  o rga niz at io n s o  des per-
ately  need s.  
What  is  the ta keaway for  
sexual  assault  v ict ims and al-
l ies  a l ike?  I  bel ieve  i t  is  best  
enca psulat ed by  Aly  Raisma n ’s  
own wo rds  in  a  c hi l l ing cou rt  
appea ranc e:  “Well  you kno w 
what ,  Larry?  I  have both power  
and voic e,  and I ’ m o nly  just  be-
ginning to  us e  t hem. ”  
You decide what’s newsworthy.  
Tuesdays at 5:15 in O259 
American Scandal 
Recent Revelations Reopen the Nassar Wound 
“They were trying to mask the 
scandal under the guise of  pro-
tecting the privacy of  minors” 
Disgraced ex-physician Larry Nassar listens to a handful of his victims recount their abuse.  
Photo Courtesy of The Wall Street Journal 
Dara Nafiu 
World News Editor 
VOTE! 
Mid-term elections have the power to shape national policy. 
Make sure your voice is heard next Tuesday, November 6th. 
(Not registered? Go to your Secretary of State’s website to learn about your state’s same-day registration policy!) 
Entertainment  4 
Dalal Bima  
Entertainment Editor  
 
 Imagine a society where 
women’s rights are stripped 
away from them. Where they are 
re-oppressed and can no longer 
control what they say, what they 
wear, what they read, or even 
their own identity. Margaret At-
wood’s dystopian novel, The 
Handmaid’s Tale, gives a win-
dow to see what that world 
would look like. The book was 
published in 1985 by Margaret 
Atwood who wrote it as a pre-
dicted future for women and 
their rights. Although it was not 
as popular back in the day, it is 
gaining a much larger momen-
tum in the present day due to the 
relatable “extreme” themes that 
the book discusses, which is why 
I found this book a terrifying ne-
cessity to read. 
The book tells the story of 
a handmaid, Offred, who is 
someone whose sole purpose in 
this constructed society is to 
bear children for those who can-
not. In this society, there is a 
very low fertility rate due to radi-
oactive pollution, so those who 
are still fertile, the handmaids, 
are forcibly assigned to bear chil-
dren for men in power whose 
wives cannot, and Offred is 
owned by commander Fred, 
hence the name of-Fred. 
The book has sort of two 
stories within, the story of the 
handmaid Offred and the story 
of the other women living in this 
society: Domestics (The Mar-
thas), Sexual Toys (The Jeze-
bels), Prison Guards (The 
Aunts), the wombs (The Hand-
maids), and those who do not fit 
in any of the categories 
(Unwomen). As the reader, you 
are exposed to Offred’s personal 
thoughts about the regime, the 
commander, the wife, and most-
ly, escaping from the command-
er’s house. 
I personally enjoyed the 
book, because it felt like a well-
written nightmare that gave me 
a nudge and helped me think 
about my own society and how I 
fit within it as the woman I am. 
The Handmaid’s Tale brings to 
light many of the issues women 
face today, but displays them 
with a twist. Many of the issues 
discussed in the book felt like 
Atwood took a part from the re-
ality of how women are living 
and stretched it to an extreme 
worst case scenario, which I 
think was an effective thought 
provoking method. 
What I found personally 
interesting is the disparity 
among the readers, as there is 
not much of a spectrum; either 
they absolutely loved it or abso-
lutely hated it. But Atwood ad-
dresses that beautifully in inter-
view with Broadly about the 
book where she said: “Not every-
body is going to like your work, 
and if they do, you are doing 
something wrong.” Many argue 
that the world that Atwood cre-
ated is a far fetched future, espe-
cially that the story takes place 
in Manhattan, which is a known 
liberal area. But at the end of the 
day, it is a fictional world in a 
novel and we as reader will have 
to comply with its rules. 
Overall, The Handmaid’s 
Tale definitely was terrifying to 
read, because of the parallels 
that can be drawn from the con-
structed society to the present 
day of women’s experiences. 
However, I think it is a necessary 
eye-opening piece of literature 
for women and men. 
Aidan Moulder  
Staff Writer 
 
 Marvel has cranked out 
yet another solo superhero mov-
ie, this one starring Tom Hardy 
as the anti-hero Venom. 
 
 Venom is alright. I think 
there are definitely many things 
that could have and should have 
been changed, but for the most 
part they’re only small issues. 
Despite its flaws, the film is en-
tertaining and fun. The plot is 
basic and predictable, but that’s 
to be expected in a superhero 
movie, so it’s not really a bad 
thing in this case. The CGI 
serves to make Venom look real-
ly cool (or better than he was in 
Spider-Man 3, at least), and al-
so puts a giant aerospace facility 
in the side of a mountain in San 
Francisco (Don’t let Elon Musk 
get any ideas!). The score wasn’t 
particularly memorable, but 
when the credits rolled, a spicy 
new Eminem track started play-
ing, so that was worth the wait. 
 
 There are two big issues 
that I noticed in Venom: the 
pace of the plot and the film’s 
attitude. Regarding the former, 
it felt like Venom wanted to be 
on-screen for no longer than two 
hours, so it decided to move very 
quickly when it should have tak-
en its time. This resulted in a 
very disappointing final battle 
between Venom and the film’s 
antagonist, Riot. This scene 
should have been fleshed out 
much more than, say, the car 
chase scene earlier in the movie. 
The next big issue was the film’s 
attitude. When I say that, I 
mean the movie couldn’t decide 
what it wanted to be. It couldn’t 
choose to be a serious movie or a 
funny one. At times, it felt like 
Venom wanted to be like Dead-
pool, a movie with detailed vio-
lence and intense action, all 
punctuated with a wisecrack 
from the hero. However, Venom 
didn’t deliver in this regard, and 
instead seemed to bounce back 
and forth between action and 
comedy, and this uncertainty 
was definitely noticeable 
throughout most of the film. 
 
 Overall, Venom is worth 
watching at least once. Like I 
said earlier, it’s definitely fun. 
Anway, in the end, my room-
mate has a good way of sum-
ming it all up: “You have to 
watch Venom like you’d play a 
Call of Duty game: turn your 
brain off and enjoy it for what it 
is.”  
Happy spooky season, coz you know finals are almost here.  Feel free to send any question or comments about the content of this page to bimadk@rose-hulman.edu 
Protestors dressed as Handmaids to stand for Planned Parenthood in Washington, US.  
 
Image Courtesy of newsweek.com 
That is one hella of a costume to pull off 
 
Image Courtesy of IMDb.com 
Lifestyle                   5 
Virtual reality has come a long 
way in terms of its feasibility and 
accessibility to the common per-
son. A few years ago having one of 
these expansive systems would set 
you back a pretty penny and you 
would have to vacate a room in 
order to have all of the necessary 
sensors and peripherals needed to 
use the device correctly. As with 
all technology breakthroughs 
have been effervescent in the 
realm of virtually reality as com-
petition and innovation has fos-
tered much progress in the com-
munity.  
Oculus  one of the pioneers in 
the field of VR has unveiled their 
next line of products for the up-
coming year. These products are 
the Oculus Go, Quest, and Rift.  
The Go is a high quality 
standalone Virtual reality Device 
aimed at those who want to watch 
Vr content. It can be used for 
watching movies or even using a 
selection of apps made for the de-
vice. These can also be stored di-
rectly on the device as it has two 
versions one with 64 Gb od stor-
age and the other with 32 Gb. It 
has one remote is completely 
wireless and is $199 MSRP.  
On the other end of the Spec-
trum is the Oculus Rift that 
serves as a Virtual Reality periph-
eral to a computer With two con-
trollers this device will definitely 
meet all of your needs as long as 
you have a computer strong 
enough to drive this beast. This 
Version starts at $400 MSRP. 
Oculus also mad the surpris-
ing announcement with the un-
veiling of the new Oculus Quest.  
This product takes all of the set-
backs of previous VR gaming and 
throws them out the door. This 
new product is completely wire-
less and requires no dedicated 
room to set up sensors and at the 
same time this new product de-
scent even require a console or 
computer to drive it as it is essen-
tially its on standalone console. This machine has strong enough 
internal hardware that it can run 
complete games in full VR for 
hours making this almost a new 
competitor in the console wars or 
at least we will see how it fares. It 
is much more powerful than the 
Go while having the same selec-
tion of games that the Rift offers, 
although one will probably run 
these games on the Rift at a much 
higher quality. Having said that 
the Quest is the experience VR for 
the common person as it is not 
been simplified down to the point 
where anyone can use it and elim-
inates the need for an expensive 
computer. The Quest starts at 
$400 which is a bit steep until 
you think of it at a standalone 
console which makes the price 
much more feasible.  
Virtual reality has come a long 
way in thee past decade from its 
inception to the beginning of its 
commercialization. Anyone who 
has not tried the experience is 
truly missing out on one of the 
most enjoyable aspects of tech-
nology today as you can insert 
you self in to multitude of situa-
tion using only a specialized 
screen utilizing a gyroscope.  
With the introduction of prod-
ucts such as PlayStation VR and 
the Oculus Quest one can only 
hope that Virtual reality is here to 
stay and isn't some fad that comes 
and goes as I believe that it is tru-
ly a revolutionary step forward in 
the realm of Gaming. 
 
 
A feature of the oculus quest is the complete lack of cables in the system 
Photos Courtesy of  Oculus.con 
This truly is the easiest mac 
Photos  Courtesy of Damn Delicious 
The Quest is in very similar style to the more expensive Rift 
Photos Courtesy of  Oculus.com 
Recipe Courtesy of Trisha Yearwood 
Ingredients  
• Cooking spray 
• 8 ounces elbow macaroni, cooked 
• One 12-ounce can evaporated milk 
• 1 1/2 cups whole milk 
• 1/4 cup (1/2 stick ) of butter, melted 
• 1 teaspoon salt 
• Dash of pepper 
• 2 large eggs, beaten 
• Two 10-ounce bricks sharp Cheddar 
cheese, grated (about 5 cups) 




• Slow cooker 
Directions  
In a large 4-quart slow cooker sprayed with cooking spray, mix the macaroni, evapo-
rated milk, milk, butter, salt, pepper, eggs and all but 1/2 cup of the grated cheese. 
Sprinkle the reserved cheese over the top of the mixture and then sprinkle with papri-
ka. Cover and cook on low heat for 3 hours and 15 minutes. Turn off the slow cooker, 
stir the mixture and serve hot. If you don't have a slow cooker, grease a 9-by-13-by-2-
inch pan with butter, add the mixture and bake at 350 degrees F for 50 minutes.  
   










RHIT SPORTS SCHEDULES 
Football Volleyball Soccer 
Sept 1: Mount Untion 
Sept 8: Rhodes 
Sept 15: Mt.St. Joseph 
Sept 22: Manchester 
Sept 29: Franklin 
Oct 6: Bluffton 
Oct 20: Anderson 
Oct 27: Defiance 
November 3: Hanover 
November 10: Earlham 
Aug 31: Central 
Aug 31: Chicago 
Sept: 1: North Park, Cornell College 
Sept 5: Webster 
Sept 7: MacMurray 
Sept 8: Birminham-Southern 
Sept 11: St.Mary-Woods 
Sept 14: Concordia Chicago, Millikin 
Sept 15: Muskingum, #1 Calvin 
Sept 19: DePauw 
Sept 21: Texas Lutheran, Williams 
Sept 26: Manchester 
Sept 29: Transylvania 
Oct 3: Anderson 
Oct 6: Bluffton, Hope 
Oct 10: Franklin 
Oct 17: Mt. St. Joseph 
Oct 20: Hanover 
Oct 24: Earlham 
Oct 27: Defiance, Kenyon 
 
Men Women 
Aug 31: Principia 
Sept 4: Greenville 
Sept 9:  Thomas More 
Sept 12: Wabash 
Sept 15: Milliken 
Sept 19: DePauw 
Sept 22: Ohio Northern 
Sept 29: Bluffton 
Oct: 3 Mt. St. Joseph 
Oct 6: Defiance 
Oct 10: Hanover 
Oct 13: Earlham 
Oct 17: Franklin 
Oct 20: Manchester 
Oct 24: Anderson 
Oct 27: Transylvania 
Aug 31: Lake Forest 
Sept  4: Principia 
Sept 7: Trine 
Sept  9: Indiana St. 
Sept 11: Greenville 
Sept 15: Milliken 
Sept 19: DePauw 
Sept 22: III. Wesleyan 
Sept 26: St. Mary-Woods 
Sept 29: Bluffton 
Oct 3: Mt. St. Joseph 
Oct 6: Defiance 
Oct 10: Hanover 
Oct 13: Earlham 
Oct 17: Franklin 
Oct 20: Manchester 
Oct 24: Anderson 
Oct 27: Transylvania 
Soccer 1 2 Final 
Transylvania 0 0 0 
Rose-Hulman 0 0 0 
Against Transylvania, the Rose-Hulman Men’s Soc-
cer team ended regulation and overtime all tied up 0-
0. Pascal Schlee got 7 saves to increase the total to 9 
shutouts for the season.  
Transylvania  Rose-Hulman 
13 Shots 11 
7 Saves 4 
5 Fouls 11 
3 Corner Kicks 6 
Sports             7     
 
In the game against Defiance the Rose-Hulman Football team came out on 
top.  The Engineers were able to get a lead early and keep that momentum 
throughout the rest of the game. The team  is now sitting at a record of 4-4 






In their match against Defiance the Rose-Hulman Volleyball team came 
out on top. This win has brought the team to second seed in the HCAC 
Tournament. For this they will have a bye in the first round. The team’s 
record has improved to 17-11 and in conference play to 7-2. 
RHIT  Defiance 
.100 Hitting % .132 
8.0 Blocks 9.0 
121 Digs 121 
9 Aces 4 
Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 
RHIT Men’s Soccer 
RHIT SPORTS BOX SCORES 
Football 1 2 3 Final 4 
DEFIANCE 0 6 0 6 0 
RHIT 7 14 14 35 0 
RHIT  DEFIANCE 
227 Passing Yards 92 
241 Rushing Yards 52 
3 Turnovers 4 
32:11 Time of Poss. 27:49 
Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 
Soccer 1 2 Final 
Transylvania 0 1 2 
RHIT 1 0 1 
Volleyball 1 2 3 Final 4 
DEFIANCE 25 25 19 2 19 








RHIT Women’s Soccer 
Hailey Hoover 
Sports Editor 
Rose-Hulman’s women’s soccer team ended regula-
tion against Transylvania with a 1-1 score thanks to a 
score by Alyssa Taylor, assisted by Jessica Wells. In 
double overtime the Transylvania women’s team was 
able to score one to get the win  
Transylvania  Rose-Hulman 
15 Shots 9 
2 Saves 2 
5 Fouls 6 
6 Corner Kicks  2 
Spookside        8 
THIS IS HALLOWEEN! I UNDERSTAND A LOT OF SUCKERS ARE HUNGOVER HALLOWEEN BUT IT HASN’T EVEN ARRIVED YET. STAY HYPE. (vote.) 
Please send an email with questions, concerns, or content to tombstone or the Thorn Flipside Editor <thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu> Disclaimer: The Flipside is 
purely for fun! Any uncredited work above can be attributed to me, Emma Oswood.  
“Get ready for the best law in chemistry: Beer’s law. It’s 
Wednesday, might need me one of those later.” 
- Supernatural Stephanie Poland 
 
“If the calorimeter had a tongue, you’d be home free.” 
- Eerie Edward Mottel 
 
“Yeah, that’s life man. The layers are all connected.” 
- Bone-chilling Buffalo 
 
“If you screw up the educational part, no amount of memes will 
save your presentation.” 
- Batty Buffalo 
 
“Use your Aristotelian logic to untangle THAT syllogism!” 
- Blood-curdling Brad Burchett  
 
“There is nothing more important than a clean nose.” 
-  Macabre Micah Taylor 
 
“Well if there’s anyone that wants to kill me, I will be making 
appointments outside my office after this.” 
- Monstrous Micah Taylor 
 
“You are not a thermometer, you are a thermostat!” 
- Impish Igor Minevich 
 
“If you’re going to ask if you can turn in late homework, ask in 
private, not in front of the entire class. That way I don’t look 
soft.” 
- Murderous Marc Herniter 
Did your prof say something hilarious or just great out of context? 
Did you hear something amusing on your jaunt about the fine halls 
of this institution? We want to hear about it! Send your quotes with 
who said it to:  
thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu  
or fill out this nifty google form:  
https://goo.gl/forms/bB339sx6GHohggYt1 
WITCHY PROF QUOTES { Top 10 } 
Spookiest Costumes 
1. Purdue Swag 
2. Helicopter Parents (couple’s costume) 
3. Fortnite Default Skin 
4. A Large Container of Oral-B Floss - You wouldn’t 
be bleeding if you flossed regularly. 
5. A Transcript 
6. A Potential Nice Man 
7. Randomly Assigned Group Partners 
8. Safety Jim Saying “Sock it to me.” 
9. Speed Bump 
10.Non-donating Alumni 




15.Good Bone Options 




“…Hillary Clinton is a de-
mon because she smells like 
sulfur.” 
No arm Kevin is best prepared 250 years post mortem. 
Ingredients  
 1.375 quarts bone broth - Which bones? You decide. 
 1/28 of the screws from Kaelyn Bock’s metal spine - She has a 
Weekend Wednesday this week, so you can come collect your 
screw then. Bring something to bribe her with and also a scal-
pel. *While supplies last. 
 0.0056 gallons of chopped hard salami  
 1 plastic skeleton who’s ribs and arms are missing - You know 
who you are, Kevin. 
 1 really cheap bottle of black nail polish - Don’t drop in 
Walmart. 
 An artificial pancreas, for flavor 
 Dash of nutmeg - Optional, but adds a wonderful earthy note 
that just screams Autumn. 
Spooky Soup 
Feast On My Children 
Directions 
1. Get out your best and biggest pot, because you’re in for a bumpy ride. Pour 
in the broth, the titanium screw, the artificial pancreas, and the nutmeg if 
you choose to use it. Bring to a rapid boil, then let sit for ten minutes. 
2. While the base boils, sauté the skeleton and salami in the nail polish until 
evenly coated and the internal temperature of the skeleton reaches 667    
degrees Kevin  (not Kelvin, subtract 1 for Fahrenheit). 




Hi, my name is Kaelyn and this is my spooky soup recipe.  
Unlike stone soup, the pioneers did not ride these babies for miles. 
It’s almost Halloween, which is like my third favorite holiday (@ 
me all you want but Christmas is superior 100%), so it’s time for 
the soup that defines the autumnal season for me. You know? That 
time of year when the leaves are turning the color of my hair and 
we all bust out the sweaters that have been gathering dust for like 
half a year (you might want to wash those tbh).  
100% OFF 
FREE CANDY 
Expiration Date:Halloween on Friday the 13th during the Full Moon  13/31/1331 
Literally anywhere. Milk-Spitter knows where the big candy bars are given out. 
Tel: 778-330-2389 
IT’S HALLOWEEN WITCH 
